
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ORIENTATION GUIDE 
We guide you to a successful life and global development!
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to Baku Higher Oil School (BHOS), a public higher educational institution which offers you 
intensive English-based degree programmes, applying comprehensive curricula and advanced technologies and 
enabling you to become a highly qualified specialist with excellence in selected areas of engineering and 
technology. Established in 2011 pursuant to the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev, BHOS aims at nurturing a new generation of engineers, with extensive support from its national and 
international partners and recognized transnational companies operating in Azerbaijan.  Over the last 10 years, 
BHOS has managed to become a top national higher education institution.  

Starting from its foundation, BHOS strives to incorporate international dimension into its academic and 
research community, building its curricula on the western education system values. We offer our programmes 
fully in English and in close-knit collaboration and partnership with local and international companies in order 
to ensure that our students acquire hands-on skills and experience to become highly-qualified industry 
demanded specialists both in the local or international labour market.  

WELCOME FROM THE RECTOR 
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Elmar Gasimov 
Rector



Facts & Figures 

Area size: 86.6 th.sq.km

Population: 10.079.300

Capital city: Baku 

Official language: Azerbaijani

Religion: Islam

National currency: Manat (AZN) 

Calling code: +994

Time zone: GMT + 4
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AZERBAIJAN
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Khinalig Village, Guba, Azerbaijan

Karabakh Horses, Azerbaijan

 STUDY IN AZERBAIJAN

As Azerbaijan sees a large increase in international students in its most recent intake, the growth is attributed to the country's 
creating a welcoming environment, maintaining a cohesive admissions system for international students, and offering high-quality 
education and internship opportunities with well-structured theory-practice balanced programmes for gaining meaningful career 
experience.

The higher education system in Azerbaijan is part of the Bologna process and, consequently, accredited programmes offer degrees 
at the Bachelor's, Master's and PhD levels, encouraging a mobility experience, contributing hugely to the learning experience and 
adherence to credits, based on meeting learning outcomes.

The major advantages of studying in Azerbaijan include, but are not limited to, the following:

Higher education programmes are offered in Azerbaijani, English, French, Russian, and Turkish languages;
- The tuition fees and living costs are affordable; 
- Azerbaijan is notable for tolerance, multiculturalism, and hospitability;
- The country offers a safe and secure learning environment and provides life-changing study abroad experiences.
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Night view of Baku



Located in the Caspian region at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Azerbaijan is the place where the west and east cultures are 
intertwined. It is the country with rich culture, unbelievably beautiful nature, delicious cuisine, and hospitality.

The pearl of the Caspian region, Baku is the largest cultural and industrial center in Azerbaijan. Being a distinctive city with a 
thousand-year-old history, Baku is the home to various sightseeing destinations most of which speak of the city's unique heritage and its 
rise to modernization. The heart of Baku, the Old City, is bordered by a Fortress Wall, which separates it from the modern, dynamic and 
rapidly growing megalopolis. The city perfectly combines its beauty and the ancient past with ambition to transform into a modern, 
recourse-efficient, diversified and knowledge-based city.

Baku is a vibrant, multinational and multicultural city with mosques, churches, and synagogues located in close neighbourhoods. It 
is the place where for centuries representatives of various ethnic groups and faiths lived in an atmosphere of peace, mutual 
understanding and dialogue. 

Nightview from Baku, Azerbaijan
Gobustan State Reserve, Azerbaijan

Old City, Baku, Azerbaijan

WELCOME TO VIBRANT AND 
MULTICULTURAL BAKU!
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Baku Higher Oil School 



Baku Higher Oil School (BHOS) remains one of the national top universities, which delivers educational excellence in petroleum and 
chemical engineering, process automation and information security as well as closely collaborates with the business sector. 

Advancing equality of opportunity is at the core of the BHOS mission. We are committed to promoting an inclusive learning 
environment where diversity is celebrated and every student is treated with dignity and respect, enjoying every opportunity to achieve 
his/her full potential.

While offering international educational standards and curricula for technical education and soft skills development, BHOS partners 
with numerous prominent universities and lead national and transnational companies, providing attractive educational and employment 
opportunities. Our university attracts the most talented students, gives a valuable experience, and prepares them for a lifetime of 
achievement. 

BHOS campus offers impressive facilities (labs with cutting-edge equipment, library, hostel, canteen, sports facilities, etc.) and the 
structure of the study programmes encourages a close interaction between faculty members, students and businesses.
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Baku Higher Oil School 



You should prepare all the documents required for submitting to BHOS well in advance and present their originals upon arriving in 
Azerbaijan. Incomplete documents will cause delays in certain formalities required to comply with the migration procedures and other 
requirements of the relevant public authorities. 

More information about the required documents is available at the BHOS website: http://www.bhos.edu.az/en/page/134-documents.  

Note: Before arrival, please make sure you have your school certificates (secondary school certificate, diploma, diploma supplement, 
transcript of records, etc.) to be apostilled/or have a relevant legalisation stamp based on your national legislation and international 
legalisation procedures.  
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PREPARATION

Managing your own budget can be a tricky process, especially if you are leaving home for the first time – but you can get plenty of 
information and advice from the Higher School to help you.

Tuition fee cover the cost of study, including registration, tuition, and examinations. Paying tuition fee also entitles you to a full 
membership of our library, the Students' Union, student clubs and sports facilities. BHOS provides essential academic materials 
(textbooks, manuals etc.) for free. 

Average living expenses in Azerbaijan are much lower compared to those in Western Europe or USA.  Monthly food, transportation 
and hygienic products cost approximately 150 USD.  Further living expenses depend on your individual lifestyle and preferences.  

PLAN YOUR FINANCES

PACK THE ESSENTIALS
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Foreigners or stateless persons whose stay in the Republic of Azerbaijan exceeds a total of 15 days have to be registered upon their 
place of stay. For this purpose, a foreigner, within 15 days after arrival in the country, should apply via e-services of the official website of 
the State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan, e-government portal, an e-mail or in person at  (qeydiyyat@migration.gov.az) 
the regional migration departments or ASAN Service centres. An application form and a passport copy (including the visa page and 
pages indicating the latest entry to the country) have to be submitted. No state fee is required for registration of foreigners and stateless 
persons upon the place of stay. 

Foreigners are required to get a temporary residence permit from the State Migration Service at least one month before the 
expiration of their visa (even if you are travelling based on a visa free regulation). Upon successful completion of the academic year, the 
duration of your residence permit will be extended for another one-year period. The temporary residence permit (TRP) allows you to 
enter/exit the borders of Azerbaijan for the duration specified in your residence permit without the necessity of having a visa. The TRP is 
renewed on an annual basis by preparing and submitting the relevant documents to the Migrations Service of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. 

Note: When a foreigner or stateless person changes his/her place of stay, he/she should get registered upon the new place of stay 
within 5 working days from the date of arrival at the new address in a way envisaged by Articles 21.2-21.5 of Migration Code. If a 
foreigner or stateless person is temporarily staying in another apartment (accommodation) owned by a landlord in which he/she is 
already registered, his/her re-registration is not required.

BHOS international relations department will assist you in addressing your migration issues. You will be responsible to cover any fees 
related to the migration arrangements. Make sure you get all your required documents prepared well in advance to avoid any delays and 
fines. For further details, please check https://migration.gov.az/ 
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MIGRATION 



14 www.bhos.edu.az

Baku Higher Oil School Dormitory
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TO HELP YOU SETTLE IN 

A cosy Students House will make you feel comfortable and help you enjoy your stay in Baku. Living together with national and 
international students will be another exciting experience for you. Public transportation is available to and from the downtown will help 
you easily reach any destination in the city at any time of the day. 

If you have any special needs that may affect your accommodation, such as a disability, medical condition, or any specific dietary 
requirements, please get in touch with us directly at as soon as you know the exact date of your arrival. We will help you in lodging at our 
Students House. 

STUDENTS HOUSE 

BHOS campus offers impressive facilities (labs with cutting-edge equipment, library, hostel, canteen, etc.) and the structure of the 
study programmes encourages a close interaction between faculty members, students and businesses. We have no doubts you will enjoy 
an interesting student life shared with your fellow-students representing diverse nationalities. Located in Bibi-Heybat oil field area 
where the world's first oil well was mechanically drilled in 1846, our campus houses a national oil museum which will provide you with a 
broad exposure to Azerbaijan's unique history as a cradle of oil industry. 

CAMPUS 
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Azerbaijani cuisine is one of the most delicious ones in the world and enjoys a wide recognition with a large variety of meals, which 
you can taste at our Canteen that will always offer you a range of fresh and tasty dishes and pastry at quite affordable prices. 

CANTEEN

BHOS Library is one of the newest academic libraries in Azerbaijan, where you will have access to a wide range of print and digital 
resources to guide you throughout your learning path. We share with other academic libraries a commitment to intellectual freedom and 
the widest possible access to information. This commitment is reflected in our open stacks and modern information services. 

LIBRARY 
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Baku Higher Oil School Stadium
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SPORTS FACILITIES
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A number of policies and regulations are applicable at our Higher School, providing you with a clear understanding of the academic 
and disciplinary procedures, including the examinations regulations, library rules of conduct, report guidelines, etc. You may further be 
acquainted with the regulations at . For further details, please contact the http://www.bhos.edu.az/en/page/9-policies-and-regulations
relevant department of the Higher School. 

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

The Department you are enrolled in should be your main contact point for any academic matters you need to get support for. 
However, other BHOS departments are always there to help you for any specific issues they are in charge of. 

More information about the departments and contacts are available at http://www.bhos.edu.az/en/index 

ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE
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Azerbaijan is quite a safe country. The capital city Baku as well as the towns and cities located in various regions of the country are 
completely secure areas which are willingly visited by tourists and expats during any time of the year. However, just in case if you get in 
trouble or need an emergency assistance, remember the contact numbers below: 

EMERGENCY 

BHOS provides a free medical consultancy service on campus. This service helps our students to get support from our experienced 
physician who may later direct them to further medical check-up at a public or private hospital, or to the relevant insurance services if 
student is entitled for this type of service. 

Please note that except for students who are entitled for free insurance services under specific regulations, BHOS does not provide 
any insurance support to international students. All medical costs must be covered by the student directly. 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

Phone codes  009

Fire Service    101 

Gas emergency      104

Inquiry Service      109

Police               102

Ambulance    103

Emergency 
Situations 
(SOS)                      112
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New Year :       1 January 

National Mourning Day:     20 January 

Memorial Day for Khojaly Genocide:   26 February 

International Women's Day:    8 March 

Novruz Holiday:      20-21 March

The Day of Genocide of Azerbaijanis:   31 March 

Victory Day over Fascism:    9 May 

Republic Day:      28 May 

National Salvation Day:     15 June

Armed Forces Day:      26 June

Memorial Day:      27 September 

DATES TO REMEMBER

State Independence Day:    18 October 

Victory Day:       8 November 

Flag Day:       9 November 

Constitution Day:      12 November 

Salvation Day:      17 November 

World Azerbaijanis' Solidarity Day:   31 December

Eid Al Fitr (End of Ramadan):               dates vary from    
year to year 

Eid Al Adha (Feast of the Sacrifice):   dates vary from    
year to year
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Night view of Baku
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http://mct.gov.az/en/ 

https://tourism.gov.az/ 

https://migration.gov.az/ 

https://www.asan.gov.az/en 

https://www.airport.az/ 

https://studyinazerbaijan.edu.az 

https://www.virtualkarabakh.az/ 

https://mfa.gov.az/files/shares/Diplomatic%20List%202021.pdf 

https://koronavirusinfo.az/az 

USEFUL LINKS

https://www.azerbaijans.com 

https://www.likealocalguide.com/baku

https://wikiroutes.info/en/baku/catalog  

http://supermarket.az 

https://ibar.az/en/ferdi  

https://www.bakcell.com/en 

https://www.azercell.com/en

https://www.nar.az/en

Below are some links which you might find useful while living and travelling in Azerbaijan. 



Baku Higher Oil School - Campus 
Bibi-Heybat settlement, Sabail district, 

Baku, Azerbaijan 

Baku Higher Oil School - Khatai Building
30, Khojaly Avenue, Khatai district 

Baku, Azerbaijan 

Phone: (+994 12) 521 33 67;   

Fax: (+994 12) 521 33 64;

info@bhos.edu.az

www.facebook.com/BakiAliNeftMektebi
www.instagram.com/Baki_Ali_Neft_Mektebi

www.bhos.edu.az


